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Refurbishing a ¢id
Geogian twnhous —
previously aegading
room, billiad oom and
Ma®nic bdg — vas a
comple but sasfying
task 6rTim Forter

YNONYMOU S with the ag e of elegance,
Georgian architec ture has a dis tinc tive
ppear ance tha t has withs tood the tes t oftime
nd remains, nearly 300 yearsla ter, arguably
the mos t admired of all period house s tyles.

Tim Porter’s south-facing three-s torey terr aced
town house in K elso’s leafy Abbey Row is from the
mid- Georgian period. Built around 1 750, it was
originally the town ’s reading room and billiard room
(by priv ate subscription) butwhenT  im bought it eight
years agoitwasinapre ttypoors tate, having beena
Masonic L odge since 1932. “E veryone thought | was
mad,” he recalls, “but | sa w it as the oppor tunit y to

Clockvise fom abuwe:

the lightfilled udio; the
exterior ¢ Abbg Row;
original amork and antique
light fttings; Tm; a wought
iron spial dairca®e leads b
the mezanine leel

create an e xciting living space, some thinginteres ting
yetink eepingwiththe char acter ofthe buildingtha t
would work forme asaplacetolive. T hatsaid, | had
noideaa tthetimejus thow challengingitwould be.
Lik e Topsy, the projec tjus tgre w and gre w."

As aresult, the re furbishment projec t was highly
comple x, involving e verything from re wiring ,
re-roof ing and rene wing the wa ter supplytog etrid
of lead pipes, to removing walls, reins  tating windows,
installing gas centr al heating and crea ting a mezza -
nine bedroom above the hug efirst-floorroomtha tTim
turned into a s tudio. N o expense was spared in the
process, not e ven in unseen areas where it can
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, sometimes be tempting to ¢ ut corners. “H aving
star ted, the foc us was alwa ys on qualit y and
authenticit y to preser ve the char acter and integrit y

of the building ,” says Tim, a professional
photogr apher now looking tore  turn to being based
in Edinburgh.

Luckily , the house had los t none of its original
features. G eorgian proper ties are renowned for
having beautifully propor tioned interiors; this one
also had flag ged stone floors, a s tone staircase with
wroughtiron balus tr ade, orna te cornicing , working
window shut ters and sash and case 12 -pane windows
with narrow glazing bars — the la  tter a classic
example of G eorgian architec ture.

The interior was re work ed to give a ba throom
and/ or shower room on each of the three le  vels,
which in itself enhances the proper  ty’s potential use
as a combined work/living space, living space with
separate gr anny/studentfla t,orwha tN ew Z ealanders
calla‘'H ome and | ncome’,ieahometha tincorpor ates
arentable, self-contained fla t.

Situated only aminute 'swalk fromK elso’s historic
cobbled town centre, the fully re  furbished house is
a one-of f with a la yout inspired by usable living
space as opposed to a set number of rooms. T he
basement le vel, which T im recalls being “a dark,
dank hole” when he bought the house, now has a
kitchen, shower room and a spacious andver  y elegant
bedroom-c um-sit ting-room with F rench windows
opening on to a south-facing pa tio. A s the house
didn 't have a garden as such, T im made one by
excavating the front to crea te a paved basement
patio, which can also be accessed fromthes treetvia
steps ne xt to the main entr  ance.

“It’s a tuck ed-away seating area, a bit lik e having
abasementroof garden, "he says.Located atground
floorle vel, thet ypically G eorgian entr ance vestibule

Clockvise flom
top let: a osy
bedoom; the
original sone
stairca® in the
hall; the kithen
combines
traditional units
with sleek gmie
workiops; a
rolltop tzth in the
large kethroom
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has an original panelled door with glazed tr ansom,
decor ative plas terworkand as tone-flag ged floortha t
continues into the L-shaped hall. Of  fthe hallisa22 ft
sitting/ dining-room with front-facing windows over -
looking the park and the Abbe y. There’s also a
re-fitted shower room. U pstairs on the top floor is a
spectacular 28 ft x 22 ft studio room with a v aulted
ceiling and white-painted wrought iron spir al staircase
leading to amezzaninegues tbedroom,thela tteraspace
thatcould ha ve many alterna tive uses, including a home
office/ study orlibr ary. Offthe s tudioisalarg e bathroom
with a contempor ary roll-top ba th.

Tim s home has man y outs tanding fea tures designed
to seamlessly merg e the old with the ne  w —lik e the
fireplace in the sit  ting-room, which has a reclaimed
castirongaslog-e ffectfireandblacksla tehearth. T his
room also has a bespok e oak book case, original sand -
ed and varnished floor — and in the
dining recess, a use ful elec tric dumb waiter . “lt's an
old idea but ver y practical,” says Tim. “ You jus tload
your shopping orwha teverintoitand senditdown -
stairs to the kitchen. " Similarly , the spacious
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Beautiful pine and oak furniture
from a traditional family business
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, kitchen mixes timeless Shak er-style maple units,
solid gr anite worktops, Belfas tsinkand atr aditional
timber floor with sleek s tainless s teel appliances.

The top and bot tom rooms are truly outs  tanding .
The basement bedroom is beautifully propor tioned
with acosy ‘ snug’ seating area around a hole-in-the-
walllog-e ffectgasfire. | talsohasbuilt-ins tor age space
for clothes —butthe wow fac  tor hasto bethe F rench
doors and adjoining pa tio, which is surprisingly
priv ate and a delightful place to sit and enjoy break -
fast oran e vening drink during the summer months.

Therooma tthetopg oestotheothere xtreme:it s
a palatial space with an almos t ethereal light
qualit y. “This was pre viously a billiards room and then
became the M asonic temple, both of which were
very dark places, " says Tim. “ A wall was removed to
open up the space, a false window and nor  th-facing
roof lights were reins tated and now it ’s a glorious
space, full of light... almos tlik e beinginaca thedr al.”

And tha t's the rub. T his house tak es space to a
comple tely dif ferent le vel. A room lik e this would
inspire writers, dreamers, painters, poe ts, architec ts,
musicians; it could be a yoga or dance s tudio, a
state-of-the-ar t home cinema... the possibilities are
limited only by the imagina  tion.

Number 9 Ablddw is br sale ta fxed prie d £325000.
Conact Hasngs & Co (0573 25999,
wwwhagingslegl co.uk).

Tim Porter Pheograply 07971 588515
wwwitimpoterphaography.co.uk

Fom bp: the bement bedrom, omplee with hole-in-theall fire; the gound-foor sitingroom, with vies © the jark and the Able
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