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S
YNONYMOU S with the ag e of elegance, 
Georgian architec ture has a dis tinc tive
appear ance tha t has withs tood the tes t of time
and remains, nearly 300 years la ter , arguably

the mos t admired of all period house s tyles. 
Tim P or ter ’s south-facing three-s tore y terr aced

town house in K elso’s leafy Abbe y Row is from the
mid- Georgian period. Built around 1 750, it was 
originally the town ’s reading room and billiard room
(by priv ate subscription) but when T im bought it eight
years ago it was in a pre tty poor s tate, ha ving been a
M asonic L odge since 1932. “E veryone thought I was
mad,” he recalls, “but I sa w it as the oppor tunit y to

create an e xciting living space, some thing interes ting
yet in k eeping with the char acter of the building tha t
would work for me as a place to live. T hat said, I had
no idea a t the time jus t how challenging it would be.
Lik e Topsy, the projec t jus t gre w and gre w.”

As a result, the re furbishment projec t was highly
comple x, in volving e ver ything from re wiring , 
re-roof ing and rene wing the wa ter supply to g et rid
of lead pipes, to removing walls, reins tating windows,
ins talling gas centr al hea ting and crea ting a mezza -
nine bedroom above the hug e firs t-floor room tha t Tim
turned into a s tudio. N o expense was spared in the
process, not e ven in unseen areas where it can

Refurbishing a tired
Georgian townhouse –
previously a reading
room, billiard room and
Masonic Lodge – was a
complex but satisfying
task for Tim Porter

Clockwise from above: 
the light-filled studio; the
exterior of Abbey Row;
original artwork and antique
light fittings; Tim; a wrought
iron spiral staircase leads to
the mezzanine level
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sometimes be tempting to c ut corners. “H aving
star ted, the foc us was alwa ys on qualit y and 
authenticit y to preser ve the char acter and integrit y
of the building ,” says Tim, a professional 
photogr apher now looking to re turn to being based
in Edinburgh.

Luckily , the house had los t none of its original 
features. G eorgian proper ties are renowned for 
having beautifully propor tioned interiors; this one
also had flag ged stone floors, a s tone s taircase with
wrought iron balus tr ade, orna te cornicing , working
window shut ters and sash and case 12 -pane windows
with narrow glazing bars – the la t ter a classic 
example of G eorgian architec ture. 

The interior was re work ed to give a ba throom
and/ or shower room on each of the three le vels,
which in itself enhances the proper ty’s potential use
as a combined work/living space, living space with
separate gr ann y/student fla t, or wha t N ew Z ealanders
call a ‘H ome and I ncome ’, ie a home tha t incorpor ates
a rentable, self-contained fla t.

Situa ted only a minute ’s walk from K elso’s his toric
cobbled town centre, the fully re furbished house is
a one-of f with a la yout inspired by usable living
space as opposed to a se t number of rooms. T he 
basement le vel, which T im recalls being “a dark,
dank hole” when he bought the house, now has a
kitchen, shower room and a spacious and ver y elegant
bedroom-c um-sit ting-room with F rench windows
opening on to a south-facing pa tio. A s the house 
didn ’t ha ve a garden as such, T im made one by 
excavating the front to crea te a pa ved basement
patio, which can also be accessed from the s tree t via
steps ne xt to the main entr ance. 

“I t ’s a tuck ed-away seating area, a bit lik e having
a basement roof garden, ” he says. Located a t ground
floor le vel, the t ypically G eorgian entr ance vestibule
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Clockwise from
top left: a cosy
bedroom; the
original stone
staircase in the
hall; the kitchen
combines
traditional units
with sleek granite
worktops; a
rolltop bath in the
large bathroom
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Fenton Barns, North Berwick, East Lothian EH39 5BW
Tel: 01620 850488 • Fax: 01620 850372

www.lintoncountry.co.uk
Open Mon-Sat 10-5, Sunday Noon-5

Beautiful pine and oak furniture 
from a traditional family business
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has an original panelled door with glazed tr ansom, 
decor ative plas ter work and a s tone-flag ged floor tha t
continues into the L-shaped hall. Of f the hall is a 22 ft
sit ting/ dining-room with front-facing windows over -
looking the park and the Abbe y. There ’s also a 
re-f it ted shower room. U pstairs on the top floor is a
spectacular 28 ft x 22 ft studio room with a v aulted 
ceiling and white-painted wrought iron spir al staircase
leading to a mezzanine gues t bedroom, the la tter a space
tha t could ha ve man y alterna tive uses, including a home
office/ study or libr ary. Off the s tudio is a larg e bathroom
with a contempor ary roll-top ba th.

Tim ’s home has man y outs tanding fea tures designed
to seamlessly merg e the old with the ne w – lik e the
fireplace in the sit ting-room, which has a reclaimed
cast iron gas log-e ffect f ire and black sla te hear th. T his
room also has a bespok e oak book case, original sand -
ed and v arnished floor – and in the 
dining recess, a use ful elec tric dumb waiter . “I t ’s an
old idea but ver y pr actical, ” says Tim. “ You jus t load
your shopping or wha tever into it and send it down -
stairs to the kitchen. ” Similarly , the spacious
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‘Everyone thought
I was mad but I
saw this as the
opportunity to

create an exciting
living space’
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kitchen mixes timeless Shak er-style maple units,
solid gr anite worktops, Belfas t sink and a tr aditional
timber floor with sleek s tainless s teel appliances.

The top and bot tom rooms are truly outs tanding .
The basement bedroom is beautifully propor tioned
with a cosy ‘ snug ’ seating area around a hole-in-the-
wall log-e ffect gas f ire. I t also has built-in s tor age space
for clothes – but the wow fac tor has to be the F rench
doors and adjoining pa tio, which is surprisingly 
priv ate and a delightful place to sit and enjoy break -
fast or an e vening drink during the summer months. 

The room a t the top g oes to the other e xtreme: it ’s
a pala tial space with an almos t e thereal light 
qualit y. “This was pre viously a billiards room and then
became the M asonic temple, both of which were
very dark places, ” says Tim. “ A wall was removed to
open up the space, a false window and nor th-facing
roof lights were reins tated and now it ’s a glorious
space, full of light… almos t lik e being in a ca thedr al.” 

And tha t ’s the rub. T his house tak es space to a 
comple tely dif ferent le vel. A room lik e this would
inspire writers, dreamers, painters, poe ts, architec ts,
musicians; it could be a yoga or dance s tudio, a
state-of-the-ar t home cinema… the possibilities are
limited only by the imagina tion.  k

Number 9 Abbey Row is for sale at a fixed price of £325,000.
Contact Hastings & Co (01573 225999,
www.hastingslegal.co.uk).
Tim Porter Photography 07971 588515,
www.timporterphotography.co.uk)
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From top: the basement bedroom, complete with hole-in-the-wall fire; the ground-floor sitting-room, with views to the park and the Abbey


